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DAYTON
NEWS RELEASE

UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON WINS FEDERAL GRANT
TO PREPARE DAYTON EARLY COLLEGE ACADEMY FOR HIGH-STAKES TESTING
DAYTON, Ohio- The University of Dayton has received a $100,000 grant from the
U.S. Department of Education to assess and improve the instruction at the Dayton Early
College Academy (DECA) while preparing students at the non-traditional high school for the
Ohio Graduation Test.
In March, high school sophomores in the state will be the first class to take the Ohio

Graduation Test, which students must pass to receive a high school diploma. The Dayton Early
College Academy currently enrolls 184 ninth- and lOth-graders and is on target to serve 400
· students from low-income, minority backgrounds by 2006. For the most part, the students are
first-generation college students.
DECA is a perfect example of how so many elements in a community- private, non-
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profit and public- can work together to provide unique opportunities and new hope to many
of our students," noted Congressman John Boehner, chairman of the U.S. House Education
Committee.

lt's a model for the Miami Valley and the nation, and the Department of
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Education has taken note."
As one of the first early college high schools in the country and the first in the state of
Ohio, DECA offers students the opportunity to earn college credits while they're still in r.igh
school. Each student has a personal learning plan and is assessed by standardized and nonstandardized measures. In its inaugural year, the students improved in all areas of academics,
with the strongest growth shown in reading and writing. Nineteen students enrolled in college
classes at the University of Dayton or Sinclair Community College.
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All learning at DECA incorporates the principle of 'one kid at a time,' said Thomas

Lasley, dean of the School of Education and Allied Professions at UD. "With this federal
grant, we propose to institute a new testing program called MAP (Measures of Academic
Progress). MAP is designed to match the Ohio Academic Content Standards and adjusts itself
to the student's level once the test is under way, so it becomes a more accurate reflection of the
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student's learning. Results are available within one day, so intervention can begin right away."
DECA is piloting the MAP program for Dayton Public Schools. The federal grant also
will be used to launch other testing, including the Northwest Evaluation Association's
Achievement Level Tests, and prepare teachers to use the results of the tests to improve
students' performance. Marge Mott, DECA's curriculum consultant, will direct the project as
part of the federal government's No Child Left Behind Act.
"The DECA model has already achieved the national spotlight. The support provided
by this grant will allow us to make critical academic assessments needed to gauge, student by
student, the effectiveness of our efforts," Lasley said.
The Dayton Early College Academy is an unusual high school. For openers, there are no
grades. The student-teacher ratio is 16-1, about half that of a traditional urban public school
classroom. Teachers can be found sitting on the porches or in the living rooms of families,
discussing personalized learning plans for their students that include a demanding curriculum,
interdisciplinary projects and college coursework.
The school has been featured in the national press and at educators' conferences. Art
Levine, professor and president of Teachers College at Columbia University, a national leader
in education reform, called DECA "one of the most extraordinary experiments I've seen" during
a January visit to campus. Researchers from Harvard University and American Institutes for
Research are closely monitoring the students' progress.
"DECA had an early and particularly strong start, so we have chosen it as a primary
site for data collection," said Nancy Hoffman, vice president of youth transition for the Bostonbased Jobs for the Future, which is coordinating the Early College High School initiative
nationwide. "We believe the lessons we will learn from DECA will have major influence on high
school reform in Ohio, and more broadly, across the country. DECA has already had visits
from numerous school developers from around the United States interested in the early lessons
learned and in replicating the model."
The Early College High School initiative is sponsored by the Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation with support from the Carnegie Corp. of New York, the Ford Foundation and the
W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The KnowledgeWorks Foundation, Ohio's largest public education
philanthropy, is guiding the development of schools in the state.
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For media interviews, contact Thomas Lasley at (937) 229-3557 or
Thomas.Lasley@notes.udayton.edu and Nancy Hoffman at (617) 728-4446.

